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A SIMPLE PROCEDURE WHICH SHOULD FORM

PART OF A SURGEON'S EDUCATION
250 Maki.uokougii St., Boston,

February 27, 1899.
Wk have had Röntgen light for three years, and even 1,

whose motives in experimenting with it have been little
above a desire to distract my mind, have learned enoughto know that many eminent men, whose duty it has been
to master and employ the method, have neglected it.

Also, when a surgeon is shown a Röntgen image of
hones he usually says, " I can't tell anything from that: it
isn't clear enough." The time has therefore come for
some one who is indifferent to censure to speak the truth,
saying the present attitude is one of culpable negligenceand ignorance.

The remedy is simple, consisting of a darkened room, a

Röntgen light, a skeleton, a piece of greased ground glass,
a luminescent screen, and eyes willing to see.

Place the skeleton in the same relation to the Röntgen
light that the patient is to occupy, with the ground glass in
a supporting frame in the position the sensitive plate or
luminescent screen is to he held. Then examine the bones
with the eye through the ground glass, comparing them
with their shadows on its surface and the Röntgen images
on the luminescent screen held against the supporting
frame.

The event which has overcome my inertia sufficiently to
cause me to write this note is the experience of a friend
who has been treated for a broken arm where no break
existed, the real fracture in another place having been
overlooked. This condition was afterward discovered by
Röntgen light, too late to admit of proper treatment for
the real injury, too late to save her the prolonged strain of
the unnecessary treatment. Friends are not so common
that one can with patience see them suffer unnecessarily.

William Rollins, M.D.

SENSATIONALISM IN MEDICINE AND MUR-
PHY'S TREATMENT OF INJECTING OXYGEN

Milwaukee, Wis., March 8, 1899.
Mit. Editor:— I had to have some title to say what

ought to be said over and over again. I have not the
time or present inclination to mince matters and must speakpointedly and briefly.

The average doctor is too good-natured, and the rapid
progress made in many lines of late years has made him
willing to allow without protest many experiments alongillogical lines. There is the point

—

illogical lines. If a pro-posed method can he shown at the start to offend the verybasic elements of logic, then in the name of humanity fight
it at that very start. If a coin be spurious stamp it " coun-
terfeit " at the mint and prevent its initial circulation.
Any such contest is the very antithesis of personal. The
proposed is the object of attack, never the proposer.

Conceded that Dr. Murphy's claims are modest and all
that. They arc. He mentions six dangers belonging to
the operation itself. But how about the dangers after the
operation, all as clearly able to he shown up then as now V
To mention a few: the crippled lungs and the probabledeath of any patient if the lung "in commission" be
attacked while the rest of the lung space is out of commis-
sion ; the danger, unknown, of how long the compressed
lung is fo remain unavailable. Months arc mentioned as
possible. I have had a case under observation several
weeks which shows practically no absorption. It is doing
badly.

Another danger is the retention of pus by the unequal
compression, as the area of compression always follows tho
lines of least resistance, and various pockets of pus may be

formed ; another danger is the inability to resort to other
lines of treatment so effectually while this one is operative.Another danger—let each one read between the lines
here and make what comments he individually chooses : I
have received by this morning's (March 3, 1899) mail
the advertisement by a commercial firm of an improved gas-injecting apparatus with Dr. Murphy's signed indorsement.
This indorsement is dated August 22, 1898. This leads
me to ask this question : Has the medical professionreached the point of indorsing wholesale experiments byeverybody upon human beings of dangerous methods of
treatment?

Another most important source of danger fo humanity,totally dropping the oxygen injection now, in the too earlyexploitation of crude, ill-digested, illogical methods is the
newspaper advertisement with its misleading and sensa-
tional head lines.

Again, and with shame and sorrow he it said, a final
danger is the taking up by the dishonest, as well as the
rattled of our noble calling, of every fad that comes along.Many such care for naught but to put money in their
purses and to keep their names before the public

—

men
often of great attainments, but whose real god is self. Wo
know them ; respect their merits. As to their vanities,when dangerous, let the motto of us of the rank and file be,
" Up, iruards, and at 'em ! "

A. B. Farnham, M.D.

RECORD OF MORTALITY
Fou the Week endino Saturday, February 25, 1899.
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Deaths reported 2,766¡ under five years of age 787 ¡ principalinfectious diseases (small-pox, measles, diphtheria and croup,cérébro-spinal meningitis, diarrhea! disoases, whooping-cough,erysipelas and fevers) 11)1, acute lung diseases lili», consumption'M0, diphtheria and croup 62, diarrhea! diseases 80, scarlet fever23, Whooping-cough 20, typhoid fever 18, eerehro-spinal menin-gitis 18, erysipelas 9, measles 0.
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From scarlet fever New York 18, Baltimore 3, Providence
and Molrose 1 each. From typhoid fevor New York 7, Pittsburg
5, Boston, Baltimore, Washington, Lawrence, Springfield and
Haverhill 1 each. From cerohro-spinal meningitis New York
9, Boston 2, Baltimore, Washington, Nashville, Worcester,
Somervillo, Chelsea and Gloucester 1 each. From erysipelas
New York C, Boston, Baltimore, Chelsea and Taunton 1 each.

In tho thirty-three greater towns of England and Wales with
an estimated population of 11,404,408, for tho week ending
February 18th, the death-rate was 19.8, Deaths reported 4,275;
acute diseases of tho respiratory organs (London) 481, whooping-
cough 92, diphtheria 88, measles 04, fever 41, diarrhea 32, scarlet
fever 23.

The death-rates ranged from 10.5 in Loicester to 28.8 iu Pres-
ton ; Birmingham 17.8, Bradford 17.9, Gateshead 21.5, Leeds
18.3, Liverpool 27.9, London 19.8, Manchester 23.4, Nowcastle-
on-Tyne 21.4, Nottingham 17.2, Portsmouth 14.5, Sheffield 20.5,
Wost Ham 16.3.

METEOROLOGICAL RECORD
For the week ending February 25th, in Boston, according to

observations furnished by Sergeant J. W. Smith, of the United
States Signal Corps:
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OFFICIAL LIST OF CHANGES IN THE MEDICAL CORPS
OF THE U. S. NAVY FOR THE TWO WEEKS ENDING
MARCH 4, 1899
W. F. Arnold, passed assistant surgeon, when discharged

from further treatment at hospital, Norfolk, Va., ordered borne
and granted sick leave for three mouths.

E. M. Shipp, passed assistant surgeon, detached from the
"Lancaster" and ordered to tho Naval Hospital, Norfolk, Va.

J. A. GuTHitiE, passed assistant surgeon, detached from the
Naval Hospital, Norfolk, Va., and ordered to tho "Franklin "

immediately.
G. L. Angeny, assistant surgeon, detached from tho Naval

Hospital, Chelsea, Mass., and ordered to the " Lancaster."
J. H. Payne, Jr., assistant surgoon, detached from tho

" Franklin " and ordered to the Naval Hospital, Chelsea, Mass.
John W. Ross, surgeon, retired, is assigned to Military Hos-

pital No. 1, Havana, Cuba, and will report to the commanding
officer of that hospital for duty.

OFFICIAL LIST OF CHANGES OF STATIONS AND DUTIES
OF COMMISSIONED OFFICERS OF THE UNITED
STATES MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE FOR THE
SEVEN DAYS ENDING MARCH 2, 1899
White, J. IL, surgeon. To proceed to Elizabeth, N. J., for

special temporary duty. February 24, 1899. To report at
Washington, D. C., for special temporary duty. February 28,
1899.

Carkington, P. M., Burgeon. To proceed to Baltimore, Md.,
as inspector of unserviceable proporty. March 2, 1899.

Pbttus, W. J., passed assistant surgeon. To procoed to Cape
Charles City on special temporary duty. Fobruary 25, 1899.
To proceed to Burlington, N. C, for special temporary duty.February 28, 1899.

Conn, J. 0., passed assistant surgeon. To report at Wash-
ington, D. C, for special temporary duty. Fobruary 26, 1899.

Guitekas, G. St., passed assistant surgeon. To prooood to
Matanzas, Cuba, for duty as quarantine officer. February 25,
1899.

McAdam, W. It., assistant surgeon. To proceod to Key West,
Fla., and assume temporary charge of Service. February 25,1899.Brown, F. L., hospital steward. To proceod to Norfolk, Va.,
and roport to commanding officer for duty. Fobruary 25, 1899.

Holsendorf, B. E., hospital steward. Grantod leave of ab-
sence for two days. February 24, 1899. Upon being relievedby Hospital Steward F. L. Brown, to proceod to San Juan,Porto Rico, and report to Surgeon A. H. Gi.ennan for duty.February 25, 1899.

HOARD CONVENED.

Board convened to meet at the U. S. Marine Hospital, SanFrancisco, Cal., at 10 o'clock A. M., May 2, 1899, for the exami-
nation of candidates for appointment as assistant surgeon in theService. Detail for tho board: Surgeon J. M. Gassaway,Chairman; Surgeon S. D. Brooks; Passed Assistant SurgeonC. H. Gardner, Recorder.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE SUPERVISING SUR-
GEON-GENERAL, MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE

Washington, D. C, February 28, 1899.
A board of officers will be convened at San Francisco, Cal.,Tuesday, May 2, 1899, for the purposo of examining candidates

for admission to the grade of assistant surgeon in the II. S. Ma-rine-Hospital Service. Applications for this examination must
be received on or bofore April 22d.

Candidates must he between twenty-one and thirty years of
age, graduates of a respectable medical college, and must furnish
testimonials from responsible persons as to charaetor.

Tho following is the usual order of the examination : (1) physi-cal; (2) written; (3) oral; (4) clinical.
In addition to tho physical examination, candidates are re-

quired to certify that they believo themselves free from anyailment which would disqualify for service in any climate.
The examinations are chiefly in writing, and begin witli a

short autobiography by the candidate. The remainder of tho
written exercise consists in examination on the various branches
of medicine, surgery and hygiene.The oral examination includes subjoets of preliminary educa-
tion, history, literature and natural sciences.

The clinical examination is conducted at a hospital, and when
practicable candidates are required to perform surgical opera-tions on the cadaver.

Successful candidates will be numbered according to their
attainments on examination aud will ho commissioned in the
same order as vacancies occur.

Upon appointment the young officers are, as a rule, first
assigned to duty at ono of the largo marino hospitals, as at Bos-
ton, New York, New Orleans, Chicago or San Francisco.

After fivo years' service assistant surgeons are entitled to ex-
aminations for promotions to the grade of passod assistant sur-
geon.

Promotion to the grado of surgeon is made according to se-niority, and, after duo examination, as vacancies occur in thatgrado. Assistant surgeons receive sixteen hundred dollars,
passed assistant surgeons two thousand dollars, and surgeonstwenty-five hundred dollars per year. ' When quarters are not
provided, commutation at tho rate of thirty, forty or fifty dollars
a month, according to grade, is allowed.

All grades above that of assistant surgeon receive longevity
pay, ton per centum in addition to the regular salary for everyfive years' service up to forty por centum after twenty years'service.

The tenure of offico is permanent. Officers travelling under
orders are allowed actual expenses. For further information or
for invitation to appear before the Board of Examiners, address

SurKRvisiNG SuiiaicoN-GisNiciiAi.,
U, S. Marine-Hospital Service, Washington, D. C.

SOCIETY NOTICES
Boston Society fou Medical Improvement.—A regularmeeting of the Soeioty will be held at the Medical Library, 19

Boylston Placo, on Monday evoning, March 13, 1899, at 8 o'clock.
Papers: Dr. J. B. Blake, "Tho Administration of Ether at

the Boston City Hospital."
Dr. Arthur C. Jelly, " Tho Work of tho Department of Montai

Diseases at the Boston Dispensary."
Dr. John II. McCollom, "Scarlatina."

Arthur K. Stonb, M.D., Secretary, (¡57 Boylston St.
Suffolk District Medical Society.

—

The Section for
Clinical Medicine, Pathology and Hygiene will meet at 19 Boyl-Bton Place, Wednesday, March 15, 1899, at 8 p. M.

At 8 o'clock. Short communication: Dr. E. W.Taylor, "Syphi-
lis or Dementia Paralytic*; A Case for Diagnosis."

At 8.15 o'clock. Dr. E. O.Otis, paper entitled : "The Struggle
against Tuberculosis." Discussion by Drs. F. I, Knight, V. Y.
Bowditeh and Harold Williams.

J. Bergen Ogdbn, M.D., Secretary,
Harvard Medical School, Boston.

RECENT DEATH
Franklin Whiting Brigham, M.D., M.M.S.S., died inI Shrewsbury, February 27, 1899, aged fifty-sevon years.
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